
Birth registration:

● 100 % children under 5 were registered in Slovakia in 
2021. 1 Birth registrations are free of charge. A fee is required 
for copies (EUR 5). 2

Abandoned children and anonymous births:

● Recent statistics about abandonment in Slovakia are 
difficult to find, so is updated information about the operation 
of baby boxes, which appears to continue. Only a 2012 study on 
abandonment in 22 countries offers some probably outdates 
information: at the time, Slovakia had the highest number of 
children (aged 0-3) who were openly abandoned (4.9 per 1,000 
live births) and 23 infants had been left in baby hatches 
between 2004 and 2010. 3 It is worth mentioning that, in 
Slovakia, it is possible to leave a child anonymously at a 
hospital.4

Prevention of abandonment and support to families:

● A helpline regarding pregnancy and abortion is available.5
Since 1 January 2023, a reform of the counselling system has 
been introduced in Slovakia, in order to make support more 
accessible and provide more efficient and comprehensive 
counselling services: “The reform aims to facilitate the 
provision of services that respond to the needs of children, 
pupils, and families. Inclusive teams will receive methodical 
support, and they will be able to consult their practicing 
colleagues, cooperating with professionals from various 
backgrounds, including the healthcare sector”.6 In January 
2023, the Network of counselling and prevention centres 
comprised 160 centres in the country, where under-age 
mothers can receive professional counselling and specific help 
and support.
• The government and private entities developed projects 
to help parents and therefore prevent family separation, 
including projects aimed at the Roma community. A project 
initiated by the Association for Culture, Education and 
Communication (ACEC) called Mission 1000 has been 
undertaken in the area of Spišská Nová Ves: 11 specialised 
Roma Health Mediators, midwives, help mothers from 
marginalised communities during their pregnancy and after 
childbirth, therefore highlighting the crucial first 1,000 days 
from conception to the age of 2 years.7 Reyn Slovakia has also 
developed projects: “Striving to provide children in Slovak 
marginalised Roma communities with an optimal environment 
for their development, upbringing, and education, REYN 
Slovakia supports parents to improve and streamline their 
parenting skills, their parental competencies, and stimulates 
child’s development from birth”.8

Children’s right to identity in Slovakia*

Creation of identity

97th pre-session ■ Sixth Periodic Report ■ CRC/C/SVK/6

* This factsheet has not been reviewed by a local contact.

● There are various financial aids available to families9 and 
the National Strategy for the Development of Coordinated Early
Intervention Services and Early Care 2022-2030 for children
under seven years old was adopted in 2022. 10 In line with the
latter, social-legal protection bodies for children and social 
guardianship fulfil preventive tasks, particularly in situations
where the child’s parents are divorced or unable to resolve
problems or conflicts in the family. 11

● The Strategy for Equality, Inclusion and Participation of
Roma until 2030 (Stratégiu rovnosti, inklúzie a participácie
Rómov do roku 2030) was approved by the Government of the
Slovak Republic on 7 April 2021. Its goals include child/pupil
support and family care, in particular the implemention of
programmes and support by early care actors in the
marginalised Roma communities focusing on parenting skills
and family literacy.12

Roma communities:

● According to a 2020 report,13 Slovakia is the country with 
the highest regional disparities in the European Union, Roma 
and children from disadvantaged families continue to be the 
groups most at risk of social exclusion and Slovakia continues to 
segregate Roma children and children with disabilities in 
education”.14

Potential considerations:
• How does the government intend to prevent the 
anonymous abandonment of children? 
• How will the government ensure that families with 
children with disabilities are better supported?
• How will the government better include children from 
Roma communities?

Modification of
identity

Family separa<on:

● According to UNICEF,15 in 2019, over 14,123 children were 
living in alternajve care, with 5,428 in residenjal care and 
8,695 in formal family-based care.  According to a 2022 
Eurochild report,16 “families and households should be 
supported by a minimum income scheme to ensure financial 
barriers do not prevent children from amending schools or 
being separated from their families due to housing deprivajon. 
Early childhood educajon and care is crucial for healthy 
development of children as well as a form of prevenjon of early 
leaving from educajon. Family centres should be expanded and 
focus on enhancing parents’ skills and on offering other support 
to keep families and children together”. 

https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/K7rjn/6/
https://www.reyn.eu/reynnationalnetworks/reyn-slovakia/


Family separa<on:

Despite the 2021 Najonal Deinsjtujonalisajon Strategy,17 the 
report menjons that “the number of children separated from 
their families is not decreasing, and neither is the number of 
children in Child and Family Centres, despite the change in 
legislajon that emphasises preventajve and community work. 
Low involvement of local governments in the social protecjon 
of children also persists”.18 Furthermore, “the Coalijon of 
Children Slovakia draws amenjon to the insufficient financing of 
early intervenjon services for children with disabilijes, limited 
availability of services including crisis intervenjon services, and 
lack of support for children from socially disadvantaged 
communijes”.19

Child marriage:

• Child marriages are prohibited. In excepjonal cases, there may 
be excepjons for persons who are 16 years, but not yet 18, 
granted by a court order. However, marriages of girls under 16 
are relajvely frequent in Roma communijes, although there is 
no available data.20

Adop<on:

• Slovakia is a Contracjng State to the 1993 Convenjon on 
Intercountry Adopjon. Recent data are difficult to find, but 
there seems to be very limle intercountry adopjons in Slovakia 
(4 in 2014, latest available data).21

Surrogacy:

• Surrogacy is illegal in Slovakia. According to Arjcle 82 of 
Slovakian Family Act (Act No 36/2005 Coll. on family and on 
amendments to certain acts), “the mother of the child is the 
woman who gave birth to the child and the system 
automajcally registers the women who gave birth to the child 
as the mother of the child on the birth cerjficate of the 
child”.22 Despite the pracjce of surrogacy being prohibited, 
surrogates who are Slovakian are offering to carry children.23

Humanitarian situa<on:

• There were 108,488 Ukrainian refugees in Slovakia in February 
2023, 24 and three border crossing points from Ukraine to 
Slovakia, with no reported issues for stateless people, those at 
risk of statelessness, or undocumented people crossing the 
Slovak border, although some issues have been reported on the 
Ukrainian side.25 Since February 2022, over one million people 
have crossed the borders into Slovakia from Ukraine, and 
around 100,000 registered for Temporary Protecjon in the 
country. With just over five million people residing in Slovakia 
before the beginning of the war, refugees now represent close 
to 2% of its populajon.26 “Idenjficajon of the child and the 
person accompanying the child, as well as their relajonship 
takes place directly at the border (…). In the case of the 
expressed will of the parent and the child, such a person may 
conjnue to travel with the child. The child's opinion is 
ascertained by interview. The parent's will is expressed in 
wrijng or by contact with the parent via telephone video call, 
as the most children are in constant contact with their parents 
through telephones and mobile applicajons. If the child is in 
the care of a relajve or close person and that person requests 
custody from the court, the court will deal with the pejjon and 
decide, as a rule, designate the person as a guardian. In the 
Slovak Republic, it is not possible to entrust a child without 
parental care to families without a court decision and prior 
review of childcare condijons. 

The Aliens Police or the Border Police shall contact the 
Department of Social and Legal Protecjon for Children and the 
Social Guardianship only if they find that the minor is not 
accompanied by a legal representajve or other close person 
and is therefore in a life-threatening situajon and the 
consequent need for immediate intervenjon by the 
Department of Social and Legal Protecjon for Children and the 
Social Guardianship (..). In the case that the minor child came to 
the territory of the Slovak Republic unaccompanied by a legal 
representajve or another relajve or close person (…), the child 
is placed in the Center for Children and Families, which provides 
comprehensive care for the child. At the same jme, the court 
appoints a guardian for the child, the relevant Office of Labour, 
Social Affairs and Family, who represents the child in the acts, 
especially the legalizajon of the child's residence in the 
territory of the Slovak Republic through tolerated residence. 
(…) In the case of other relajves and close persons, (…), the 
bodies of social legal protecjon of children and social 
guardianship provide these persons with social counseling and 
assistance in order to file a pejjon with the competent court in 
the mamer of appoinjng a guardian. In order to ensure urgent 
acjons in the interest of the minor child, which cannot 
currently be performed by the parents, the competent court 
shall appoint a guardian, in parjcular to represent the parents 
in pracjcal mamers concerning e.g. health care for a (…) child, 
school visits, kindergarten, request for temporary refuge for a 
(…) child. Custody is decided by the competent court on the 
basis of the submimed applicajon. In both cases, a guardian is 
appointed according to § 60 and 61 of The Family Act No. 
36/200”.27

Poten/al considera/ons:

• How will the government con;nue to prevent 
unnecessary family separa;ons and increase family-based care in 
order to preserve the children’s iden;ty in their family rela;ons?
• How does the government ensure that the iden;ty of 
children born from surrogacy is preserved?
• What are the government plans to con;nue protec;ng 
children from Ukraine, who have been separated from their 
parents and families?

Falsification of 
identity 

Sexual exploita<on and trafficking:

● Stajsjcs on the number of working children under the 
age of 15 in the Slovak Republic are unavailable. Humanium28 

menjons that girls from Slovakia are trafficked for the purpose 
of commercial sexual exploitajon. The Ministry of Interior 
stated on 3 October 2023, that: “the amendment of the 
definijon of the criminal offence of human trafficking 
sjpulated in Arjcle 179 of the Criminal Code introduced 
abducjon as a new instrument and forced begging as a form of 
forced labour, and forced marriage as well as exploitajon of 
criminal acjvijes as new purposes”.29 An Informajon Centre 
for Combajng Human Trafficking and Crime Prevenjon was 
established30 to provide assistance and support to vicjms of 
human trafficking.

Poten/al considera/on:

• What efforts are being made to prevent and criminalise 
the falsifica;on of iden;ty in child trafficking and sexual 
exploita;on and to respond to such situa;ons?



Preservation of 
identity and 
access to origins

Access to origins in adop<on:

● In accordance with the Slovak legislajon and the HCCH 
1993 Adopjon Convenjon the Centre is authorized to provide 
the adoptee with the informajon that are gather in his/her 
adopjon file and part of the counseling and preparajon of 
PaP ́s is focused on the searching for adoptee ́s origin.31

Adopjve parents – if they so choose – may provide the child 
with informajon about the biological family, if this is in the 
child’s best interest and both age thresholds depend on the 
child’s maturity.32 The The Centre and relevant Offices of 
Labour, Social Affairs and Family are responsible for preserving 
informajon regarding the child’s origins.33 Informajon is kept 
for 10 years at the Central Authority and without any limit at 
the Najonal Archive.34 The French Government35 specifies that 
“any adoptee over the age of 18 and, at any jme, his or her 
adopjve parents, may submit a request to the Centre for the 
Legal Protecjon of Children for informajon on the child's 
origins, it being specified that, during the placement and 
adopjon procedure, the potenjal parents have already had 
access to informajon on the child's biological family”.

Poten/al considera/on:

• What efforts are being made to ensure that all 
informa;on related to the child’s name, na;onality and family 
rela;ons is being preserved aFer adop;on and that all adoptees 
can access this informa;on?

Restoration of
identity

Late registra<on of births:

● The Act No. 154/1994 Coll. on Civil Registers does not 
menjon retroacjve birth registrajon. Copies can be obtained 
by a spouse, child, or another person by a Slovak Court order.36

Poten<al considera<on:

● What could the State do to allow retroac;ve birth 
registra;on?
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