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PRESENTATION OF THE WORKING GROUP



MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Hague, Netherlands

21 – 23 May 2019 

met 4 times:

• 2016

• 2019

• 2020

• 2021

Working Group on Preventing and Addressing
Illicit Practices in Intercountry Adoption



• Better understanding of:

how illicit practices arise, 

how they can be identified and 
prevented, 

and effective steps to take when 
they occur.

• Development of practical guidance 
through different tools 

OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKING GROUP



DRAFT TOOLKIT ON PREVENTING AND 
ADDRESSING ILLICIT PRACTICES



Assist in better identifying and recognising:

• illicit practices in intercountry adoption;

• factors that may contribute to and / or 
facilitate the development of illicit 
practices (“enabling factors”); and

• measures and safeguards that             
may assist in preventing
illicit practices.

FACT SHEETS ON ILLICIT PRACTICES



• Intended for Central Authorities
and / or AABs

• For each step of the ICA procedure, 
list of: 

• issues they should watch out for

• actions they may take

CHECKLIST



• Provide guidance on how 
to respond to cases of 
illicit practices that 
occurred in the past

• Individual cases and 
patterns

MODEL PROCEDURE TO RESPOND TO IP



GUIDELINES ON COOPERATION AND 
COORDINATION

• Provide guidance on 
cooperation and 
coordination between 
States 

• Individual cases and 
patterns



PRESERVATION OF THE CHILD’S IDENTITY



MISREPRESENTATION OF IDENTITY

Illicit practices Enabling factors Preventive actions

• Pretending to be the 

parent of a child to give 

consent to the adoption.

• NO / inadequate 

verification of the 

identities of the child and 

the birth parents.

• Enact and implement 

legislation and 

procedures to verify the 

identity of the child and 

the birth parents.

• Lying about the date of

birth of the child.

• NO / inadequate birth 

registration system (e.g., 

fees, distance, 

discrimination).

• Establish and properly 

implement a free, 

compulsory, efficient, 

non-discriminatory and 

accessible birth 

registration system.



FORGERY AND FALSIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS

Illicit practices Enabling factors Preventive actions

• Use of forged documents 

in which the identity of 

the child is false. 

• NOT reviewing nor 

scrutinising the 

documents in the 

adoption procedure.

• Verify and confirm the 

source of the information 

in the documents.

• Review and scrutinise all 

documentation about the 

child and the parents. 

• Verify that there are no 

inconsistencies between 

documents.



Illicit practices Enabling factors Preventive actions

• Competent authorities do 

NOT:

- preserve information, 

and/or

- provide access

information, in 

accordance with the 

law of the State.

• NO / inadequate legal 

framework on 

preservation and / or 

access to information.

• Personnel NOT providing 

appropriate guidance to 

adoptees.

• Enact and implement 

legislation on 

preservation and access 

to information

• Preserve all information 

and belongings of the 

child in perpetuity.

• Establish and implement 

guidelines on counselling 

adoptees.

• Train personnel.

NO PRESERVATION OF AND / OR ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION
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